This article was downloaded by: [University of Delaware]

On: 18 June 2012, At: 21:58

Publisher: Routledge

Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered
office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Terrorism and Political Violence
Publication details, including instructions for authors and
subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ftpv20

Female Terrorism: A Review

Karen Jacques ® & Paul J. Taylor ?
# Department of Psychology, Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK

Available online: 19 Mar 2010

To cite this article: Karen Jacques & Paul J. Taylor (2009): Female Terrorism: A Review, Terrorism and
Political Violence, 21:3, 499-515

To link to this article: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09546550902984042

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions

This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any
substantial or systematic reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing,
systematic supply, or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation
that the contents will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any
instructions, formulae, and drug doses should be independently verified with primary
sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss, actions, claims, proceedings,
demand, or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly or
indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.



http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ftpv20
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09546550902984042
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions

Downloaded by [University of Delaware] at 21:58 18 June 2012

Terrorism and Political Violence, 21:499-515, 2009
Copyright © Taylor & Francis Group, LLC
ISSN: 0954-6553 print/1556-1836 online

DOI: 10.1080/09546550902984042

Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

A5@EUN0Y

Female Terrorism: A Review

KAREN JACQUES AND PAUL J. TAYLOR
Department of Psychology, Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK

The sharp growth in the number of publications examining female involvement in
terrorism has produced a valuable but un-integrated body of knowledge spread
across many disciplines. In this paper, we bring together 54 publications on female
terrorism and use qualitative and quantitative analyses to examine the range of the-
oretical and methodological approaches in these papers. Using a content analysis, we
identify six primary research foci: Portrayal in media, Feminism, Interviews with
terrorists, Group roles, Motivation and recruitment, and Environmental enablers.
Results revealed a reliance on secondary rather than primary data, narrative rather
than statistical comparisons, and descriptions rather than explanations of events.

Keywords female terrorism, meta-analysis, motivations, radicalization, recruit-
ment, review

Studies into terrorism have traditionally focused on men, due to the longstanding
belief that women have assumed passive, inherently less interesting roles in extremist
groups.' However, female participation in terrorism is now widely acknowledged as
having increased “regionally, logistically and ideologically.”* As female involvement
in terrorism has increased, so too has female terrorism research. This is reflected by
the increase in the number of related publications and special issues dedicated to the
subject.” Research investigates a wide range of issues and appears across a diverse
range of publications encompassing disciplines such as politics, women studies, psy-
chology, and anthropology. Deriving a coherent account of the circumstances
behind female involvement in terrorism is essential to any comprehensive under-
standing of the phenomenon and consequently, it is likely to play an important role
in the development of counter-terrorism strategies.

With the burgeoning of work in this area, it is timely to draw together and critically
assess the literature that has been published to date. We undertake such a review in this
paper, aiming to summarise what has been learnt to date. By drawing together the pub-
lished literature our review identifies trends and common features that are not forth-
coming from findings drawn in a single case study. These trends and commonalities
have a degree of reliability and generalizability that should help to build cumulative
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knowledge in the field. As Hammersley notes,* when dealing with qualitative research,
the synthesis of evidence can allow the construction of longer narratives and more gen-
eral theories.” We also provide an assessment of the adequacy of the methodological
techniques and analytical methods that are currently being employed.

Background to Terrorism Research

To date, research on female terrorism has considered a myriad of different issues and,
arguably, there has been no clear progression from early work to where the field
stands today. Research produced in the 1970s and 1980s focused on topics such as
female involvement in the Russian revolution,® females fighting in the guerrilla wars
of Latin America,” and the psychological reasons that underlie female involvement in
extremism.® The 1990s saw a continuation of the earlier focus on Latin America, but
this was accompanied by a growth in research on Irish terrorists and terrorism. The
1990s also saw the publication of the only two books published which present detailed
case studies of female terrorists.” However, while publications on female terrorism
have increased since 2000, the range of foci and disparate events covered within the
literature suggests an absence of both strong theory and testing of that theory. For
example, between the years 2000 and 2001, research on female terrorism encompassed
the psychology of female involvement,' an overview of female involvement in suicide
terrorism,'! and a publication detailing representations of female terrorists.'> None of
these issues were developed in research published in 2003. This lack of cumulative
development echoes trends in general terrorism research found by Silke."?

Since the 1990s, research into female terrorism has continued to develop across a
number of disciplines. Studies in psychology have examined issues such as motiva-
tion, female identity, and radicalisation,'* as well as issues of individual difference
such as the psychological underpinnings of suicide terrorism.'> Sociologists have also
made significant contributions, exploring the impact of factors that include reli-
gion,'® societal influences,'” and gender.'® Other research includes a discussion of
what criminology can bring to research on female terrorism,'” work on the different
portrayals of female suicide bombers in Eastern and Western media,*® feminism and
feminist theories of female terrorism,?! women and female involvement in organised
racial terrorism,?? and female involvement in the Russian subculture.??

This broad range of foci results in the juxtaposition of competing hypotheses,
with no comparison across and between findings. For example, the account by
Victor argues that women are drawn reluctantly into terrorism and are motivated
by personal, private reasons. In contrast, Cunningham argues that women hold more
complex, dualistic reasons for their involvement, combining collective motivations,
such as a desire for national independence, with individualistic motivations, such
as the desire for equality between the sexes.”* Such conflicting accounts mean that
efforts to develop a detailed picture of female involvement have yet to provide a
definitive narrative of underlying factors. Thus, there is a danger of research into
female terrorism becoming “bogged down in a conceptual mire.”*

In the remainder of this paper, we provide an overview of current publications
on female terrorism. We outline our method of collating publications, including how
research was identified and inclusion criteria. We then describe our approach to ana-
lysing their theoretical and analytical content. We illustrate how the research was
conducted, including the type of data used and the analytical techniques employed
to assess data, hypotheses, and results; and the topics of focus in the research.
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Research on Female Terrorism
Literature Search

Due to the diverse nature of research into female terrorism, articles were collated
from a number of sources. First, we searched well-known bibliographic databases
in the areas of psychology, sociology, and political science. Specifically, the data-
bases APA PsycInfo, Socio Abstracts, Medline, ASSIA (Applied Social Sciences
Index and Abstracts), and Web of Knowledge, were each searched using the
reference words “female,” “woman,” “terrorist,” ‘“‘terrorism,” “martyr,” “‘suicide
bomber,” “guerrilla,” and “revolutionary.” Second, the Reference, Footnote, and
Bibliography sections of the resulting articles were examined for as yet un-captured
research papers, and this process repeated on any new papers until no new references
of relevance appeared in the References or Bibliographies. Third, Internet searches
were conducted by inputting the above reference terms into a popular worldwide
search engine and its scholarly literature search engine.

The publications identified through the database and Internet searches were
included in our review if (and only if) they focused on issues relating to female terror-
ism, or if they dedicated a section of their analysis to female terrorism. Publications
included in the review were limited to books, articles published in peer-reviewed
journals, conference reports and proceedings, PhD theses, and reports published
by leading counter-terrorism centres. Newspaper articles, films, and dissertations
submitted as part of a Masters degree were not included. The review was limited
to research published within the past 25 years. By using these criteria, we sought
to ensure that our review included contemporary, peer-reviewed academic research,
rather than media reporting or personal opinion.

99 ¢ LYY

99 <¢

Analysis of Publication Content

There are a number of methods available for drawing together diverse qualitative
material from across publications. In their recent review, Dixon-Woods, Agarwal,
Young, Jones, and Sutton distinguished nine different meta-analytical approaches
to qualitative evidence, which ranged from thematic analysis to cross-case data ana-
lysis.?® Compared to their quantitative counterparts, methodologies for qualitative
meta-analysis are still in their infancy. As such, there is no consensus in the academic
literature as to a preferred or superior approach. Nonetheless, meta-analyses of qua-
litative data have, independent of specific technique, enabled the enhancement of
findings by formalizing knowledge in a way that is meaningful and useful.?’” Exam-
ples of this success appear in studies of issues as diverse as supply chain perfor-

mance,?® community action,?’ HIV and diabetes,*® and domestic violence.?!

Results

Our database and internet searches resulted in a collection of 54 publications
on female terrorism, which included 6 books, 3 book chapters, 29 journal articles,
1 doctoral thesis and 15 reports.” Figure 1 presents the number of publications in
our sample as a function of the year of publication (some years are grouped together

*A list of material included in the analysis is available from the first author or at: http://
www.lancs.ac.uk /staff/taylorpj/LISN/TPV2009/
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Frequency of Publications
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Figure 1. Frequency of publications on female terrorism from the years 1983-2006.

due to the infrequency of publications during a year). Of the total collection, 38
publications (70%) appeared after the year 2002, which represents nearly a three-fold
increase in the number of publications relating to female terrorism. Prior to 2002,
publications on female terrorism were published only once or twice every two years.

Use of Research Methodology

Data Source

We considered the extent to which researchers presented first and second hand data
in their papers, and also the extent to which they cite academic or media reports to
support their arguments. In total, 42 of the 54 published articles (78%) relied on sec-
ondary data such as published articles or media reports. The remaining 12 articles
(23%) had undertaken primary research using interviews or questionnaires. The
number of interviewees on which studies were based ranged from 1 to 205 (on which
a book was based), with a median of 11.5 interviews.

In terms of citations, an analysis of the bibliography sections of papers found
that researchers had cited academic articles slightly more frequently than media
reports, with a ratio of approximately four media reports being cited to every five
articles. However, this ratio has shifted over time with more academic research
and less media reporting becoming the norm in published articles. The ratio of
media-academic sources cited in articles published prior to 2002 was approximately
1:1 yet this changed to a ratio of nearly 3:4 for articles published after 2002.

These figures show a reliance on secondary data, with most researchers not pro-
ducing substantively new data, but reworking old material to support arguments or
frameworks. These findings parallel Silke,** who found that over 80% of his sample
of terrorism research was based either solely or primarily on pre-existing data. They
also reflect a decrease in primary data gathering from 46% as reported in 1988 for
general terrorism research®® to 23%.

Method of Analysis

As Figure 2 shows, numerical analyses are infrequently employed in research on
female terrorism. Consistent with Silke’s previous reporting of infrequent use of sta-
tistics in terrorism research,** we found that 33 of the 54 studies in our sample (61%)
included no numerical analysis of any kind. Of the 21 studies that did report
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. Statistic analysis

ﬁ Demographic statistics
28%
° Frequency descriptives

E] No statistics

Figure 2. Frequency of studies using statistics.

analyses, 15 (28%) used frequency-based descriptive statistics to show either the
proportion of women found within specific terrorist groups, or the proportion of
women who have carried out terrorist acts relative to men. A further five articles
(9%) used descriptive statistics to represent demographic information about the
age, marital status, and socio-economic status of the females involved in extremism.
Only one paper deployed inferential statistics.>

Conceptual Focus of Research

To uncover more about the character of research into female terrorism, the 54 articles
were subjected to a content analysis to determine their main conceptual focus. Upon
reading the data, key words or phrases that seemed to capture important areas or
concepts of female terrorism research were highlighted, and first impressions of
the data taken. Recurrent issues or points in the text were examined, and concepts
identified across studies were combined to form content categories. Thus, data were
interpreted through a systematic classification process involving the identification
and coding of themes or patterns.*® For example, across studies a wide number of
environmental factors were identified that impacted upon female involvement, includ-
ing strategy; internal strategy; advantages to the group and social conditions. There-
fore, these factors were combined to form the environmental enablers category. Thus,
through a process of iterative refinement we identified an exhaustive set of themes on
which to categorise the data. These emergent themes are the primary foci for the
current analysis.

Overall, six primary foci were identified in the literature: History and overview of
female terrorism; perceptions of female terrorists (media); roles of female terrorists;
motivation and recruitment; environmental enablers, and other. The number of arti-
cles identified as adopting one of these six categories as its primary focus is shown in
Table 1. To provide a more detailed analysis of the research (recognising that many
studies consider multiple issues), Table 1 also identifies the secondary focus of arti-
cles. An article’s secondary focus was identified as the issue that was explored in most
detail after the primary focus, where failure to mention the second focus would have
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Table 1. Main focus of articles on female terrorism

Focus Main Secondary

Article focus category focus  focus

Overview of female Overview and history of female 22 7
terrorism involvement in terrorism

Details of women in
specific conflicts

Perceptions of female Perceptions and media 11 4
terrorists

Feminism, female Feminism and gender studies 6 11
terrorism and society

Women’s roles Women’s roles 6 14

Motivation and/or Motivation and recruitment 5 30
recruitment

Impact of religion on Environmental enablers 3 9
female involvement

Criminology

Countering female Other 1 2
terrorism

left theories or arguments in the paper incomplete. The distinction between primary
and secondary foci was determined by amount of coverage given to each issue.’” We
examine these foci in the following sections (in no particular order).

Historical Accounts and Overviews

As shown in Table 1, 22 of the 54 articles (41%) were found to provide generic over-
views of, or accounts of the history of, female involvement in terrorism. Specifically,
of these articles, 9 provided overviews of female involvement, 10 described female
involvement in specific conflicts, and 3 were best characterised as intersecting both
of these areas. Within these publications, authors cover a range of issues including
an introduction to female terrorism research, the origins of terrorism, definitions
of the word “terrorism,” often along with examples or case studies of early female
involvement in terrorism. The history of a specific conflict may also be given,
describing causes of the conflict and how female participation evolved. All of these
articles recounted existing knowledge rather than conducting primary research.

Perceptions

Studies examining perceptions of female terrorists explore the notion that we find it
difficult to comprehend female involvement and that we manage this by forwarding
representations based on mythical stereotypes®® or gendered stereotypes.*® Accord-
ing to Berkowitz, mythical stereotypes portray female terrorists as women warriors,
beautiful, sexy, smart, and deadly.40 This portrayal, he argues, serves two functions.
It conveys news in a package with which the audience is familiar, rendering the
female terrorist culturally intelligible,*' and it serves to hide the individual activist
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so that we are not forced to comprehend her as an agentic individual. In contrast,
gendered stereotypes draw on issues of gender to minimise the female role. Patkin
suggests that this occurs either through explanations of involvement that draw on
traditional gender roles, or through a ‘“feminising” of motivations that involves
representing females’ motivations as more personal and individual than perhaps
they need to be.*> The social background and family history of the female, along
with her love interests (if any), are raised as possible alternative motivations, thereby
providing a gendered interpretation of events.*?

According to these articles, when neither of these stereotypes is available, then
the literature portrays the female terrorist as unnatural, unfeminine, and unsexed,
or as an ‘‘irrational terrorist personality.” The result is a dichotomy of perception
in the media, either as an irrational woman or a terrorist who is more man than
woman.** Both of these portrayals and the resulting dichotomy minimise the
perceived threat posed by female terrorists, whether or not this is the intention of
the papers’ presentation.

One notable feature of the perceptions research discussed so far is that it reports
media representations from a Western perspective. However, studies have shown
that there are significant differences between the portrayal of female terrorists in
the Western and Arab media.* Issacharoff, in particular, found that the Western
media focuses on personal aspects of the female terrorists, such as biographical
details, social circumstances, and the constraining influence of a chauvinistic
society.*® Thus, behaviour is accorded to external factors and not personal
motivation, with action attributed to factors over which the female has no power.
This portrayal diminishes personal influence and the credibility of women as
terrorists. In contrast, the Arab press is freer of gender stereotypes and downplays
individual problems of female terrorists not related to the ideology of the struggle.
Female terrorists are portrayed as full partners in the struggle, emphasising their
religious and/or nationalistic motivations in much the same way as the Western
media does for male terrorists.

Feminism and Gender Studies

Analysis of the six articles primarily focusing on feminism and gender suggests that
this literature divides into those that use the female terrorism literature to advance
feminist theory and those that use feminism to advance the female terrorist argu-
ment. The former examines female terrorism as an instance of a patriarchal world
and the latter argues that females play active roles in the extremist groups of which
they are a part. Those that use the female terrorism literature to advance feminist
theory argue that women are oppressed and manipulated by men to become terror-
ists,*” and that terrorism is the result of a patriarchal world.* For example, Berko
and Erez* report that Palestinian women in terrorism are an aspect of systematic
gender oppression and that female Palestinian terrorists are mere tools of male Pales-
tinian society. These arguments serve to minimise women’s agency in terrorist acts.

This contrasts the work of other authors, such as Alison, Gentry, and West, who
demonstrate that analyzing female terrorism through a feminist lens can contribute
to our understanding of the field.”® By interviewing female terrorists and concentrat-
ing on women as agents, the perspectives of the female as disadvantaged and passive
are dismantled and the contribution of women to terrorism brought to the fore. They
argue that female terrorists are often taken out of context® and assumed to be more
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peaceful and less aggressive than men.>* Yet, by examining first-hand accounts of
female terrorists, the acts that they have perpetrated, and the motivations behind
these actions, women are active agents who often play important roles in the
extremist group. Indeed, a reoccurring theme in McDonald’s interviews of female
terrorists (with the exception of Kim Hyon Hui) was the willingness of women to
participate in the actions of the group, as well as take an active role in the decision
making processes of the group.””

Motivation

Case studies are used frequently throughout the female terrorism literature, whether
for descriptive or theory building purposes, to detail motivations for terrorist activ-
ity. Table 2 outlines the five main forms of motivation that were identified as being
discussed in the 54 publications. The category of social motivations were discussed
significantly more than any of the motivation categories (all ¥*>>4.92, df=1,
p <.05). It was, for example, frequently noted in publications examining conflicts
in Latin America, where better living conditions are one of the main motivations
for violence (for example, see Alison, 2003).>* The second most common motivation,
personal motivations, appeared 18 times with authors noting issues such as depres-
sion, monetary problems, and the impact of being a social outsider. These personal
motivations were often invoked to explain female involvement in suicide terrorism.

Idealistic motivations, which appeared 15 times, are similar to social motivations
in their altruistic impulse, but reflect more community-based motivations such as a
desire for equal rights, an end to social humiliation and repression, and a fight for
improved employment and education. The Idealistic motivations discussed in the

Table 2. Female motivations and their frequency within the literature

Motivation Example Frequency of
category motivations mentions
Social Gender equality

Education/career needs 34

Humiliation and repression
Family problems
Personal Personal distress 18
Monetary worries
Social outsider
Idealistic Religion
Nationalism 15
Commitment to cause
Wish for martyrdom

Key event Loss of loved one
Specific humiliating instances 12
Displacement
Other negative uncontrollable event

Revenge Vengeance

Anger 4
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literature are found across conflict areas, and reflect a female who acts in an effort to
change a religious and nationalistic issue in the area. Interestingly, they are less likely
to be found in publications discussing female motivations for suicide terrorism.
Finally, key events, such as displacement, the loss of a loved one, or humiliation,
were cited as motivating influences twelve times. Key events can lead to a desire
for revenge, and revenge motivations have also been documented in women.
However, the desire for revenge, possibly resulting from these key events, was the
least frequently noted motivation, cited only four times.

Recruitment

Case study research also reveals a wealth of information regarding the recruitment or
pathway to terrorism. While the issue of recruitment is seldom the explicit focus of
the female terrorism literature, a number of recruitment pathways are easily identi-
fied in biographies and interviews with terrorists. In some instances, females appear
to join terrorist groups voluntarily, whereas others appear to join as a result of
recruitment drives by the terrorist group. Alongside these two forms of recruitment,
the literature suggests a number of additional influences that persuade females to
join a cause. Principal among these are peer pressure and group conformity, which
has been documented as occurring in or through university networks>> and on-line
chat rooms and discussion boards.’® Women have also been influenced by the
men that they are close to and often join terrorist organizations alongside or shortly
after their boyfriends, partners, or lovers. Women may also be forced to join extre-
mist groups, as was the case with many of the female LTTE members interviewed by
Ness.>” Across the literature, no one form of recruitment is dominant or mentioned
significantly more so than any other.

The number of motivations and recruitment processes identified within the lit-
erature undoubtedly reflects the complexity of the issue at hand. Yet, within the cur-
rent sample, no publication has examined the interaction of motivation and
recruitment. A recent study by the current authors®® examined the interrelationships
among the motivation and recruitment of female terrorists and found an interaction
effect between motivation and recruitment. The study was not able to tease apart the
direction of this relationship but it shows that an understanding of the relationship
may provide further insights into the radicalization process.

Roles

The literature identifies a number of roles that females play within terrorist groups.
Table 3 summarises these roles schematically, using dark-shaded tick-marks to iden-
tify often-cited roles and lighter tick-marks to identify roles that are occasionally
cited. Our labelling of roles follows Griest and Mahon.*® Specifically, Sympathisers
are those who perform duties such as cooking, cleaning, and first aid in extremist
camps; Spies are those who play a more active role by acting as decoys, messengers,
or intelligence gatherers; Warriors are arguably more active again, fighting in battles
on an equal status with men; and, finally, Leaders are those who are dominant forces
at the top of the organisation where they are actively involved in the leadership,
motivation, and strategy of the group. Griest and Mahon did not include suicide
bombers in their typologies of roles, but this category was included here due to
the high numbers of articles detailing female involvement in suicide terrorism.
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Table 3. Women’s roles in terrorism

Warrior Dominant Suicide Participation
Group Sympathisers Spies Warriors leaders forces  bombers grown?

European v v v v v v
left-wing
LTTE
Domestic
Latin Am.
IRA
American
right-wing
ETA
Palestinian
Chechen
International
Latin Am.
Irish
Loyalists
Al Qaeda v v

v
v
v

NN N NN
SSEEENEN
SR NENEEENEN
NN NN NN

SN NENE N NENEEENEN

Note: v =Females are often found in these roles within the group.
v'=Females positioned in these roles are typically exceptional and rare.

As can be seen from Table 3, the literature suggests that women do not occupy
the position of Dominant forces within a group without also being active as Warrior
leaders. Similarly, women are not active as Warrior leaders without also being active
as Warriors, nor active as Warriors without also being active as Spies. The various
roles that women can hold within a terrorist organisation are ordered in a precise
way, from minor roles to more prominent and strategic positions. Terrorist organisa-
tions themselves can be ordered according to their use of women within the group,
from those in which women play a minimal role to those in which women occupy a
number of different positions.

The groups towards the upper rows of Table 3 are left wing-groups fighting for
state independence or liberatory nationalism.®® Their focus on breaking away from
state constraints and forming a new community offers women a larger space within
which to participate as combatants. The progressive outlook of the group, the poten-
tial promise of gender equality, and the revolutionary nature of the group, holds
greater attraction for women in terms of active participation and a future higher
quality of life.®" Groups located towards the bottom of Table 3 are characterised
by either strict religious or cultural norms, or motivations that do not envisage a
change in society itself. Similarly, the Irish Loyalists and International Latin Amer-
ican groups are both right-wing groups that do not wish to change role structure of
the society. Thus, as in society, these groups offer women only a small space within
which to participate as combatants, being unwilling to admit women to roles that
they do not hold in that society, or change the roles that they perform. The two
groups for which this is not the case, namely ETA and American right-wing groups,
appear in the middle of the diagrams. Within ETA, women are reported to play more
traditional, or minor, roles such as spies or sympathisers, unusual for a liberatory
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group. Within right-wing American groups, women are reported to occupy an usual
breadth of roles.®

The one exception to the role analysis that we have discussed so far is the use of
women as suicide bombers. As can be seen from Table 3, the role of suicide bombing
is qualitatively different to that of all the other roles, which are comparable. Thus,
the deployment of women in other roles may give little indication of when groups
are likely to use women as suicide bombers. This claim is supported by the use of
female suicide bombers across a range of ideological groups. This disparate use of
women as suicide bombers as opposed to more “traditional” fighters in Palestine,
Chechnya, and for al-Qaeda has also led to claims that the women chosen to become
suicide bombers are used as sacrificial lambs® or are coerced and exploited.®*

Environmental Enablers

The far right-hand column of Table 3 denotes whether or not the literature suggests
that female participation has grown over time. As can be seen by Table 3, all but two
conflicts are believed to have seen an increase in female participation. For example,
as Alison notes, women joined the LTTE partly in response to the shortage of male
combatants caused by extended conflict.®> However, there are more factors involved
than conflict duration. Figure 3 shows the different environmental enablers cited in
the literature, and the frequency of their mention. The enablers are grouped under
four headings: strategy, internal strategy, advantages to group, and social condi-
tions. The most frequently cited enablers are women'’s strategic advantages to both
terrorist attacks and the terrorist group. They have increased access to targets,®® are
incongruent with security profiles,®” and they typically arise less suspicion.®® Women
afford several other advantages to a terrorist organisation. For example, they attract
media attention and they may be recruited when there is a desire for heightened
(inter)national attention.®” Similarly, women elicit feelings of sympathy for the
cause, sending out a message that times are so hard that even women are being sacri-
ficed.”® Finally, women terrorists can also improve the terrorist organisation as a
whole. Enlisting women has been shown to enhance group stability,”" increase moti-
vation,’ and provide an efficient use of the population.”* The research indicates that

Strategic

Arise Less Suspicion
Increased Access
Increased Public Fear
Confuse Security

ion for SB

Increased Media
Efficient Use of Pop'n
Greater Group Stability
To Motivate Men

To Attract Male Recrutis

Topic
Ads. Internal Strategy  Strategy

Female Willingness
Greater Commitment

Increased F. Emancipation
Favourbale Social Conditions
Legit. Employment

Religious allowances
National/political developments

Social

o
o

10 15 20 25

Frequency of Articles

Figure 3. Environmental enablers of female participation in terrorism.
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these strategic advantages are especially salient when considering the use of women
as suicide bombers.

The second most referenced category of environmental enablers is Social
Enablers. Victor argues that terrorist groups appear to be willing to use women as
terrorists only when public attitude is favourable towards this action.” In the
absence of favourable social conditions, it is unlikely that women will actively parti-
cipate in a terrorist group, although they may act as sympathisers. Terrorism has to
be seen as legitimate for women and justified under current conditions.”” The
research indicates that national and political developments alongside religious allow-
ances or fatwas can dictate the use of women in such circumstances. However, the
most favourable social condition for women’s inclusion in terrorist groups is equality
of gender roles in society, which can often pave the way for equality of gender roles
in terrorism, such as in the radical American right-wing groups.

Other

Two articles did not fit within the above categories. The first examines the criminol-
ogy of terrorism, noting the importance of gender and social implications when ana-
lysing a person’s activities. It argues that to understand female suicide terrorism it is
necessary to focus on both the offender as a person and on the social conditions giv-
ing rise to the opportunity to carry out the attack.”®

The second study focuses on how to try and counter female terrorism.”’ It was
the only study to examine security issues surrounding women’s involvement in ter-
rorism and to explore future potential threats from female terrorists. It identifies
six counter-terrorism deficiencies that help explain why observers failed to anticipate
the emergence and scope of female militancy. Namely their understanding, antici-
pation, and response to: exploitation, organisational, technological, denial and
deception, tactical, and cultural-ideological factors.

Discussion

In this paper, we summarised 54 academic publications that focused on female invol-
vement in extremism. The papers consider a range of areas, branching across histor-
ical analyses of female involvement and the societal context in which this occurred,
to ideographic studies focused on the roles, motivations, and recruitment of females
found to be involved in extremism. In reviewing the papers, we assessed this body of
work in terms of the methodological quality of the research and the information
found within.

Methodological Quality

Our analysis revealed a reliance on secondary data and a lack of statistical analysis,
similar to the field of general terrorism research a few years ago.”® The combined
issues of a shortage of primary data and few statistical analyses raise questions about
the reliability of results and conclusions drawn within the available research. It also
reveals a lack of growth within the field as studies are not progressing from descrip-
tions of events to the explanations that come with the building and testing of
theories. As Silke notes, subject areas that fail to make the transition from
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description to explanation are left with gaps in their knowledge base and an uncer-
tainty over the true causes and factors at work.”

The problem of a lack of primary research is one not easily addressed by
researchers in the field. Research into terrorism is difficult and even potentially dan-
gerous. Even when within a conflict situation, ideal data collection conditions are
unlikely to occur. A large proportion of primary research cited within the literature
came from media sources, in particular journalist interviews with terrorists.

In contrast, the lack of statistical analysis with existing and future data can be
more easily addressed. Since the 1950s, a number of methodologies, ideally suited
to qualitative data, have been devised or made easier for researchers to employ.®
Examples include grounded theory and content analysis®' for examining interviews
and personal accounts (e.g., diaries), log-linear analysis for examining the relation-
ship among categorical or ordinal variables,®* and sequence analysis methods for
examining the life histories of targets.®> These techniques, devised for qualitative
and narrative data such as those found in terrorism research, may be easily applied
to (female) terrorism. For example, Jacques and Taylor’s study of female terrorism
uses grounded theory combined with log-linear modelling to compare and contrast
the motivations and recruitment of male and female suicide terrorists.** In doing
this, multiple case studies and competing hypotheses were combined and tested sta-
tistically. Applications such as this can help move studies of terrorism forward from
simple descriptions of cases to explanations of what is seen.

Context

Nearly half of the articles in the current sample were an overview of female involve-
ment in specific conflicts, or in terrorism as a whole. Such exploration and descrip-
tion is useful in the initial stages of a body of research.®> However, the study of
female terrorism is growing and expanding rapidly. With this increase, the field of
female terrorism needs to move from a description of events to an explanation in
order to avoid the “conceptual mire” that has “bogged down” research on terrorism
in general.®® For this to occur, publications need to move from outlining general
details to specifics and theories detailing which women become involved, when they
get involved, and how they get involved. Without these details the transition cannot
be made between levels of understanding and we are left with gaps in the knowledge
base and an uncertainty over the causes of events and the significant factors at
work.%’

The peril of continuing not to focus on producing evidence-based knowledge
goes beyond a lack of cumulative development in the field. As the studies of percep-
tions have revealed, our reliance on outdated and easily digestible stereotypes are
hindering our understanding of female terrorism. As terrorist organisations learn
about the use and reliance on reporting stereotypes, there remains the opportunity
to exploit the cultural gender clichés employed by the media and used by
counter-terrorism agencies.®® The Western media’s focus on personal and situational
characteristics of female terrorists also disguises the potentially harder to accept reli-
gious and nationalistic motivations reported in the Arab press. Research examining
(media) perceptions of female terrorism with the goal of highlighting the risks
involved with reporting only one side of the motivational story would significantly
benefit security organisations and policies by highlighting bias within reporting,
and possible errors in terrorist profiles derived solely form Western sources.
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An important aspect of exposing the finer details of female involvement includes
considering female motivations and recruitment. Within the current research, case
studies and interviews with female extremists revealed many differing motivations
and recruitment processes. These case studies serve as excellent illustrative pieces,
detailing thought processes, aims, and actions. Yet, they also contain a wealth of
unused information. The data within these articles have been described or related,
but not combined, compared, or contrasted. Yet, this bringing together of data
and its analysis across cases is imperative when trying to explain female terrorism.
By collating information, examining and evaluating it, hypotheses about motivations
and recruitment may be tested and old theories adjusted or new ones developed.

The reviewed papers suggest that women also hold a wide range of roles within ter-
rorist organisations, and that there is a progression in the types of roles that women
hold. How far women progress along these roles was shown to be partially dependent
on the ideology of the group. Thus, social factors, including the context and aim of the
conflict, should be taken into consideration when trying to predict women’s involve-
ment. One exception to this progression was the role of a suicide bomber. This role does
not come as a natural progression from other forms of duty and suggests that female
suicide bombers are not just fighters, but tactical deployments (willing or not). Whether
this is also the case with men has yet to be investigated using similar analyses.

A number of other areas deserve further investigation. For example, only a small
number of the reviewed papers focused on understanding the conditions under which
women partake in terrorism. Yet, an understanding of these conditions is necessary
to predict when women will become involved in a conflict; and is thus important
when devising security and counter-terrorism plans. The available literature con-
tained only one study examining the specific problems that women may pose for
counter-terrorism organisations. Given the current increase in the number of female
terrorists this is an aspect which has been much neglected within the field. If there are
gender-specific aspects of terrorism, then security policies and counter-terrorism
plans should incorporate these into their measures.

Notes

1. Deborah Zedalis, “Female Suicide Bombers,” in Carlisle Papers in Security Strategy
(US Army War College, 2004).

2. Karla J. Cunningham, “Cross-Regional Trends in Female Terrorism,” Studies in
Conflict & Terrorism 26, no. 3 (2003): 171-195.

3. Peter J. Burgess, “Commentary,” Security Dialogue 35, no. 4 (2005): 403—404. Cindy
D. Ness, “In the Name of the Cause: Women’s Work in Secular and Religious Terrorism,”
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 28, no. 5 (2005): 353-373.

4. Martyn Hammersley, “Qualitative Data Archiving: Some Reflections on Its
Prospects and Problems,” Sociology 31, no. 1 (1997): 131-142.

5. Ibid. Margarete Sandelowski, Sharron Docherty, and Carolyn Emden, “Qualitative
Metasynthesis: Issues and Techniques,” Research in Nursing & Health 20, no. 4 (1997):
365-371.

6. Amy Knight, “Female Terrorists in the Russian Socialist Revolutionary Movement,”
Russian review 38, no. 2 (1979): 139-159.

7. Linda L. Reif, “Women in Latin-American Guerrilla Movements — a Comparative
Perspective,” Comparative Politics 18, no. 2 (1986): 147-169.

8. Daniel E. Georges-Abyeie, “Women as Terrorists,” in Perspectives on Terrorism, ed.
Lawrence Zelic Freedman and Yonah Alexander (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly
Resources, 1983): 71-84.



Downloaded by [University of Delaware] at 21:58 18 June 2012

Female Terrorism Research 513

9. Eileen MacDonald, Shoot the Women First (New York: Random House, 1991).
Luisella De Cataldo Neuburger and Tiziana Valentini, Women and Terrorism (London,
UK: Macmillan Press Ltd, 1992).

10. Martha Crenshaw, “The Psychology of Terrorism: An Agenda for the 21st Century,”
Political Psychology 21, no. 2 (2000): 405-420.

11. Yoram Schweitzer, “Palestinian Female Suicide Bombers: Reality Vs. Myth,” in
Female Suicide Bombers: Dying for Equality? (Tel Aviv: Jaffee centre for strategic studies,
2006).

12. Rhiannon Talbot, “Myths in the Representation of Female Terrorists,” Eire-Ireland
35, nos. 3-4 (2001): 165-186.

13. Andrew Silke, “The Devil You Know: Continuing Problems with Research on
Terrorism,” Terrorism and Political Violence 13, no. 4 (2001): 1-14.

14. Crenshaw (see note 10 above). McDonald (see note 9 above).

15. Ami Pedahzur, Arie Perliger, and Leonard Weinberg, “Altruism and Fatalism: The
Characteristics of Palestinian Suicide Terrorists,” Deviant Behavior: An Interdisciplinary
Journal 24, no. 4 (2003): 405-423.

16. David Cook, “Women Fighting in Jihad?,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 28, no. 5
(2005): 375-384.

17. Karen Kampwirth, Women & Guerrilla Movements: Nicaragua, El Salvador, Chiapas,
Cuba (Philadelphia, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002).

18. Teri Patkin, “Explosive Baggage: Female Palestinian Suicide Bombers and the
Rhetoric of Emotion,” Women and Language 27, no. 2 (2004): 79-88.

19. Maria Alvanou, “Criminological Perspectives on Female Suicide Terrorism,” in
Female Suicide Bombers: Dying for Equality? (Tel Aviv: Jaffe centre for strategic studies, 2006).

20. Bridgette L. Nacos, “The Portrayal of Female Terrorists in the Media: Similar
Framing Patterns in the News Coverage of Women in Politics and in Terrorism,” Studies in
Conflict & Terrorism 28, no. 5 (2005): 435-451.

21. Mira Tzoreff, “The Palestinian Shahida: National Patriotism, Islamic Feminism, or
Social Crisis,” in Female Suicide Bombers: Dying for Equality? (Tel Aviv: Jaffe centre for
strategic studies, 2006).

22. Kathleen M. Blee, “Women and Organized Racial Terrorism in the United States,”
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 28, no. 5 (2005): 421-433.

23. Sally Boniece, A, “The Spiridonova Case, 1906: Terror, Myth and Martyrdom,”
Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 4, no. 3 (2003): 571-606.

24. Karen Jacques and Paul J. Taylor, “Male and Female Suicide Bombers: Different
Sexes, Different Reasons?”” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 31, no. 4 (2008): 304-326.

25. Silke (see note 13 above).

26. Mary Dixon-Woods, Shona Agarwal, Bridget Young, David Jones, and Alex Sutton,
“Integrative Approaches to Qualitative and Quantitative Evidence,” (NHS Health
Development Agency, 2004).

27. Louise A Jensen and Marion N Allen, “Meta-Synthesis of Qualitative Findings,”
Qualitative Health Research 6, no. 4 (1996): 553-560. Rita Schreiber, Dauna Crooks, and
Phyllis Stern, “Qualitative Meta-Analysis,” in Completing a Qualitative Project: Details and
Dialogue., ed. J. M. Morse (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1997): 311-327.

28. Aron Chibba and Sven Ake Horte, “Supply Chain Performance — a Meta Analysis,”
European operations management association & Production and operations management
society Joint conference, Como Lake June 16-18, 2003.

29. Alison Greenaway and Karen Witten, “Meta-Analysing Community Action Projects
in Aotearoa New Zealand,” Community Development Journal 41, no. 2 (2006): 143-159.

30. Martin Cole, Francois Bellavance, and Asmaa Mansour, “Prognosis of Depression in
Elderly Community and Primary Care Populations: A Systematic Review and
Meta-Analysis,” American Journal of Psychiatry 156, no. 8 (1999): 1182-1189. Margarete
Sandelowski and Julie Barroso, “Toward a Metasynthesis of Qualitative Findings on Mother-
hood in HIV-Positive Women,” Research in Nursing & Health 26, no. 2 (2003): 153-170.
Barbara Paterson, Sally Thorne, John Crawford, and Michel Tarko, “Living with Diabetes
as a Transformational Experience,” Qualitative Health Research 9, no. 6 (1999): 786-802.

31. Margaret Kearney, “Enduring Love: A Grounded Formal Theory of Women’s
Experience of Domestic Violence,” Research in Nursing & Health 24, no. 4 (2001): 270-282.



Downloaded by [University of Delaware] at 21:58 18 June 2012

514 K. Jacques and P. J. Taylor

32. Silke (see note 13 above).

33. Alex P. Schmidt and Albert Jongman, Political Terrorism, 2nd ed. (Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts & Sciences, 1988).

34. Silke (see note 13 above).

35. Pedahzur et al. (see note 15 above).

36. Barbara Downe-Wamboldt, “Content analysis: method, applications, and issues,”
Health Care for Women International 13, no. 3 (1992): 313-321.

37. We also attempted to identify the third foci of papers, but found that the number of
papers that could be assigned a third focus reduced significantly compared to the first and
second foci analysis. The counts dropped too low to make an analysis meaningful.

38. Jayne Steel, “Vampira: Representations of the Irish Female Terrorist,” Irish Studies
Review 6, no. 3 (1998): 273-284. Dan Berkowitz, “Suicide Bombers as Women Warriors:
Making News through Mythical Archetypes,” Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly
82, no. 3 (2005): 607-622.

39. Nacos (see note 20 above).

40. Berkowitz (see note 38 above).

41. Clare Bielby, ““Bonnie Und Kleid’: Female Terrorists and the Hysterical Feminine,”
Forum 1 (2001) http://forum.llc.ed.ac.uk/issue2 /bielby.pdf.

42. Patkin (see note 18 above).

43. Nacos (see note 20 above).

44, Talbot (see note 12 above).

45. Claudia Brunner, “Female Suicide Bombers — Male Suicide Bombing? Looking
for Gender in Reporting The Suicide Bombings of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” Global
Security 19, no. 1 (2005): 19-48. Avi Issacharoff, “The Palestinian and Israeli Media on
Female Suicide Terrorists,” in Female Suicide Bombers: Dying for Equality? (Tel Aviv: Jaffee
centre for strategic studies, 2006).

46. Issacharoff (see note 45 above).

47. Anat Berko and Edna Erez, “Women in Terrorism: A Palestinian Feminist
Revolution or Gender Oppresion?”” (ICT, 2006).

48. Robin Morgan, The Demon Lover (New York: W. W. Norton, 1989).

49. Berko & Erez (see note 47 above).

50. Miranda Alison, “Women as Agents of Political Violence: Gendering Security,”
Security Dialogue 35, no. 4 (2004): 447-463. Caron Gentry, “The Relationship between
New Social Movement Theory and Terrorism Studies: The Role of Leadership, Membership,
Ideology and Gender,” Terrorism and Political Violence 16, no. 2 (2004): 274-293. Jessica
West, “Feminist Ir and the Case of the ‘Black Widows’: Reproducing Gendered Divisions,”
Innovations: A Journal of Politics 5 (2004): 1-16.

51. Gentry (see note 50 above).

52. Alison (see note 50 above).

53. McDonald (see note 9 above).

54. Miranda Alison, “Cogs in the Wheel? Women in the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam,” Civil Wars 6, no. 4 (2003): 37-54.

55. Kampwirth (see note 17 above).

56. Karla J. Cunningham, “Countering Female Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict &
Terrorism 30, no. 2 (2007): 113-129.

57. Ness (see note 3 above).

58. Jacques & Taylor (see note 24 above).

59. P. L. Griest and S. Mahon, “Women as Terrorists,” in Terrorism in Perspective, ed.
P. L. Griest and S. Mahon (London, UK: Sage, 2003): 157-189.

60. For a definition of liberatory nationalism see Alison (note 54 above).

61. Margaret Gonzalez-Perez, “Guerrilleras in Latin America: Domestic and Interna-
tional Roles,” Journal of Peace Research 43, no. 3 (2006): 313-329.

62. Blee (see note 22 above).

63. Schweitzer (see note 11 above). Barbara Victor, Army of Roses (London, UK:
Robinson, 2004).

64. Ness (see note 3 above).

65. Alison (see note 54 above).

66. Zedalis (see note 1 above).



Downloaded by [University of Delaware] at 21:58 18 June 2012

67.

Qualltatlve Research (Chicago: Aldine, 1967).

82. Jacques & Taylor (see note 24 above).
Paul Taylor, Karen Jacques, Ellen Giebels,
“Analysing Forensic Processes: Taking Time into Account,” Issues in Forensic

83.
Gina Rossi,

Female Terrorism Research 515

Adam Dolnik, “Critical Commentary on ‘Who Are the Palestinian Suicide
Bombers?”” Terrorism and Political Violence 16, no. 4 (2004): 845-848.

. Schweitzer (see note 11 above).

. Zedalis (see note 1 above).

. Brunner (see note 45 above).

. Blee (see note 22 above).

. Berko & Erez (see note 47 above).
. Ness (see note 3 above).

. Victor (see note 63 above).

. Ibid.

. Alvanou (see note 19 above).

. Cunningham (see note 56 above).
. Silke (see note 13 above).

. Ibid.

. Ibid.

Barney Glaser and Anselm Strauss, The Discovery of Grounded Theory. Strategies for

Psychology 8 (2008): 45-57.

84.
85.

86.
87.
88.

Jacques & Taylor (see note 24 above).

Silke (see note 13 above).
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.

Mark Levine, Rachel Best, and



